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closely hemmed in by the troops of the Sultan. The
Turks were too much occupied with the Hungarian
war to take revenge, and it was not till 1570 that
Montenegro had to face another Ottoman invasion.
The next three Vladikas, Paul, Nicodin, and Maka-
rios, availed themselves of this long period of repose
to increase the publications of the press, and numerous
psalters and translations of the Gospels were pro-
duced in this small and remote principality. But
the Turkish governors of Skodra revived the claims
of Stanicha to the Montenegrin throne. Ali, Pasha
of that district, defeated in his first attack, renewed it
with disastrous results to Montenegro. Pachomije,
the Prince-Bishop at that moment, was unable to
reach Ipek for the ceremony of consecration, and his
authority was therefore weakened in the eyes of his
people. The renegades, allowed to settle in the
country at the time of Stanicha's defeat, welcomed
the Pasha's army with open arms, and, thanks to
their treachery, he was able to seize the fortress of
Obod and destroy the precious printing-press, which
Ivan the Black had established there a century earlier,
The national historians are silent upon the subject of
the hamtch, or tribute, which the invaders are said to
have exacted from the inhabitants of the free moun-
tain, and which defrayed the cost of the Sultan's
slippers. But there can be no doubt that Monte-
negro suffered greatly from the depredations of Ali.
The refusal of its high-spirited people to pay tribute
any longer may have been the cause of the Pasha's
invasion in 1604 during the. reign of Bishop Rufin,

when the Turks were driven back with heavy loss,
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